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Folding Chairs 


Our Famous Folding Chair No. 70 is the most popular 
Folding Chair ever produced. 


Number 15 





Will Not Unfold Foldsina Natural Folds as Flat 


Will Not t Tip 


Forward Accidentally Manner as a Board 


The strongest chair on the market. Made of straight stock and 
steel, thoroughly riveted. Built wide to give roominess and comfort. 
Positively will not bind or lock when unfolded 

Especially rigid and solid on the floor. 
folds as flat as a board. 


Made of Hard Maple and Beech, finished natural or dark brown. 
Packed for shipment, one dozen weigh 122 pounds. Price, $18.25 per 
dozen. Delivery extra. 


Will not tip forward, and 


Send your orders to 


The Christian Publishing Association 
219 South Ludlow Street 
DAYTON, OHIO 
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From $695. 
Student and High Class Tours to 
Europe, from $575. 


t For Itineraries Write 


HF WICKER TOURS, Richmond, Va. 


| 300 BEST BOOKS 


coveringthewholerange of human 
thought, from Art to Zoology including 
fiction > aaaeenee books are listed in 
our new Reading Guide, ‘‘My Books.’’ 
Every one worthy of a place in your 
library. To read wisely, consult this 
unique list. bw for F R E: 
your copy TODAY 

Magazine Subscriptions at Unusual Rates 


New York Publishing Co. Dept 23D 25 Dominick St., N.Y. 














Life’s pretty much what we make it. 
It’s only a looking glass, true, and re- 
flects back shadow for shadow, the very 
image of you. The good deeds will al- 
ways be smiling, the bad will look vicious 
and vile; the face you behold in the 
mirror is only yourself all the while. And 
the longer the shadow reflected, the deep- 
er the impress will be. It shows for good 
or for evil as it sends back the features 
you see. You’re only to take the world 
easy, mingle along with the good to be 
had, and the face you see in the mirror 
will always be happy and glad.—Sun- 
shine. 

o 


An inner indomitable cheerfulness is 
the soul’s response to the divine goodness. 
In a gracious nature it burns there with 
a steady flame, like the household fires 
on a winter night. Our first duty to our 
fellow men is to kindle this fire for them, 
to show them a shining face. Is there a 
worse sin against them than a dour des- 
pondency? ... Till I have found a word 
with sunshine in it, I have no right to 
speak.—Brierley. 

SE aE A RPP SINE STEN ARNE OP AE RR RR OG EE 
FARMS FOR SALE 


Two splendid farms of 80 and 100 acres, within 
reasonable range in price, outlying district of 
Toledo, Ohio, on Toledo and Chicago pike, cement 
pavement; good schools; community church 
(Christian) ; valuation growing rapidly. People 
are closing estates. Protestant buyer preferred. 
Please notify Rev. Lovell D. Hammond, of Berkey, 
Ohio, if interested. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 
W. D. Rockwell, Climax, N. Y. 
Guernsey Stephens, Farmland, Indiana. 
O. B. Whitaker, Truro, Iowa. 
Frederick Cooper, Warren, Indiana. 
Isaac Cox, Leesburg, Indiana. 
Chas. Chitty, R. R., Oblong, Illinois. 
C. A. Tracy, Paulding, Ohio. 





ERIE CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The Erie Christian Conference will hold its mid- 
year meeting at the Washington Valley Chris- 
tian Church, Edinboro, R. R., Pennsylvania, 
in connection with a celebration of the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the Washington Valley 
Church, May 12 and 13, 1928. 

H. L. Lott, President, 
East Springfield, Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. OPAL GREENMAN, Secretary, 
Bdeuah 0, P. 
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Celebrating the Third Anniversary - April 22, 1928 


On April 22, 1925, the new Christian Publishing House was dedicated. It is splendidly equipped for 
publishing and here is where The Herald of Gospel Liberty is published including the Magazine Number. 
Thursday of each week is publication day. 














We want you to join with us in celebrating this Third Anniversary day by each subscriber to The 
Herald or Magazine Number sending in one new subscriber for one or both of these publications, or if in 
arrears, send in your renewal subscription so as to reach us by Sunday, April 22, 1928, the Third Anniversary. 

We must have ten thousand subscribers to the Magazine Number and will not get them unless we can 
have the help of our present subscribers. You will find a subscription blank for your use in the last Magazine. 
Use it right away. 

The name of each new subscriber, also the names of those who pay one year renewal subscription, will 
appear on the honor roll of this campaign for “Be one of the first ten thousand” and will be published in 


the Magazine Number. 
Don’t Delay. Do it Now. 


The Ghristian Publishing Association 
219 S. Ludlow Street Dayton, Ohio 
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April 19, 1928 
The Congregational-Christian Proposal 


The Recommendations of the Joint Commissions 


An Explanation and a Plea 
By Dr. F. G. Coffin, Chairman 


We Face a Momentous Decision 
An Editorial 


A Prayer for Unity 


E are of thee, the children of thy love, 
The brothers of thy well-beloved Son; 
Descend, O Holy Spirit! like a dove, 
Into our hearts, that we may be as one,— 
As one with thee, to whom we ever tend; 
As one with him, our Brother, and our Friend. 


We would be one in hatred of all wro 
One in our love of all things swee 

One with the joy that breaketh into 
One with the grief that trembles\\ 

One in the power that makes thy chil 


Oh! clothe us with thy heavenly armor, Lord,— 
To trusty shield, thy sword of love divine. 
Our inspiration by thy constant word; 
We ask no victories that are not thine. 
Give or withhold, let pain or pleasure be, 
Enough to know that we are serving thee. 
—John White Chadwick. 
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About Folks and Things 


Hord Church, Illinois Conference, is 
enjoying its new electric lights, recently 
installed. The pastor, Rev. Walter Fas- 
nacht, is assisting Sister Gertie Brown at 
the Wabash Church in a series of meet- 
ings in which the outlook was quite prom- 
ising. 

Huntington, Indiana, Rev. H. G. Rowe 
pastor, received six on Easter Sunday. 
The attendance at both Sunday-school 
and church was very large. In the eve- 
ning a playlet presenting the Resurrec- 
tion was given and proved most accept- 
able indeed. 


Our church at St. Johnsville, New 
York Eastern Conference, Rev. R. M. 
Seely pastor, enjoyed a fine day Easter 
Sunday, including the dedication of a 
beautiful baptismal font which had been 
presented to the church. Eight members 
were received and three others baptized. 

During the past five weeks our church 
at Vandeveer Park, Brooklyn, Dr. P. S. 
Sailer pastor, has received forty-one 
members. Eighteen of these were heads 
of families and twenty-four were men or 
boys. A real spiritual quickening has 
pervaded the church and much good re- 
sulted. 

We regret very much that through an 
error in dictation, we reported in our last 
Magazine Number that there were thirty- 
four decisions in the recent meeting at 
Norfolk Christian Temple, in which the 
pastor, Dr. L. E. Smith, was assisted by 
Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein. The number 
should have been forty-four, as was cor- 
rectly reported in the field notes of our 
last issue. 


The home of Rev. J. C. Francis, pastor 
at Mooreland, Eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence, was recently quarantined for four 
weeks on account of scarlet fever, Mrs. 
Francis having successfully passed 
through a hard case of it. Fortunately 
neither the children nor Brother Francis 
contracted the disease. The work at 
Mooreland, where he took charge Septem- 
ber 1, has been moving with real satis- 
faction and delight. 

In spite of the fact that the Spring- 
boro, Pennsylvania, Church has had no 
pastor for some time, it has sent in a 
splendid foreign mission offering—from 
the church, Sunday-school, and Christian 
Endeavor society—the total being a fine 
gain over last year. Dr. Millie J. Chap- 
man and her sister Sarah were largely 
responsible for this splendid result. A 
church is indeed fortunate to have such 
loyal and efficient leaders as these. 

Muncie, Indiana, Rev. W. J. Young 
pastor, had a great Easter service follow- 
ing exceptionally helpful pre-Easter 
meetings. Eleven members were re- 


ceived. The Sunday-school is showing 
marked growth, the average for the first 
quarter of the year being an increase of 
more than fifty percent. An orchestra 
of nine pieces has been organized and the 
whole work at Muncie is taking on a 
more encouraging tone. 


Our brotherhood will be very happy to 
learn that Dr. J. F. Burnett, whose life 
hung in such delicate balance for many 
weeks, is now sufficiently recovered to be 
able to visit for a couple of weeks with 
his son, Mr. Lewis Burnett, of 3802 Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
During his stay there, the other son, Mr. 
Lee Burnett, will move into the home on 
Broadway, where Dr. Burnett has been 
living and where he will continue to make 
his home and to meet his many friends. 

Rev. Rue Burnell, pastor of Hill of 
Zion, Iowa, is richly privileged in hav- 
ing been awarded a scholarship for the 
School of Rural Pastors in the School of 
Religion in Vanderbilt University, at 
Nashville, Tennessee. The session is 
from April 9-20, and we are sure that he 
will receive great benefit from it. The 
young people of high-school age of his 
church rendered a cantata on Easter Day 
entitled, “The Thorn-crowned King”’’, and 
very helpful services were held for the 
day. . 

The Pleasant Valley Church, Eastern 
Kansas Conference, closed a successful 
meeting in February, under the leader- 
ship of Rev. Arthur Schooley, of Hume, 
Missouri. Twenty-three members were 
added to the church, about half of whom 
were young people. Brother Schooley 
and his wife (formerly Miss Jennie 
Waugh, of Edna, Kansas) have accepted 
a call for half-time service with this 
church. They planned to move onto the 
field and begin their labors on Easter 
Sunday. 

The church at Troy, Ohio, Dr. James 
H. Lightbourne pastor, has been pre- 
sented with an acousticon for the benefit 
of the hard of hearing who attend the 
services. This is the gracious gift of 
Mr. H. G. Cress, a faithful member of 
the church, as a memorial to the beauti- 
ful life of his beloved companion, recent- 
ly deceased. Thirty members were re- 
ceived into the Troy Church on Easter 
Sunday and two on the preceding Sunday 
as a result of the pre-Easter services 
which had been conducted by the pastor. 


The church at Hagerstown, Indiana, 
recently closed a series of revival serv- 
ices in which the pastor, Rev. H. H. 
Short, was assisted by Mrs. Nora An- 
drew, of Warren, Indiana, as director of 
the music. While there were no addi- 
tions in membership as a direct result 
of the meetings, a fine spirit was de- 
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veloped which will make possible prog- 
ress along different lines of the work. 
Two hundred and twenty-one members 
have been received into this church since 
Brother Short became its pastor in 1922. 

The church at Suffolk, Virginia, of 
which Rev. H. S. Hardcastle is the pas. 
tor and Dr. W. W. Staley the well known 
pastor emeritus, has just received a 
superb pulpit Bible as the gift of Mrs, 
G. W. Nurney. Mr. Nurney had pre- 
sented a Bible to the church in 1894, and 
now Mrs. Nurney renews the gift with a 
new Bible bearing his name, and in his 
memory. The book was_ purchased 
through The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation and is a most beautiful volume, 
costing over sixty dollars and making a 
most handsome gift for the church. 

The woman’s board of the Miami Ohio 
Conference, in its recent mid-year ses- 
sion at Pleasant Hill, voted beautiful 
resolutions of sympathy and respect with 
reference to the death of Mrs. Alice M. 
Burnett and of Mrs. Susie V. Fry, of 
Japan. We are sorry that space forbids 
our printing these and other touching 
resolutions which have come, including a 
beautiful word of appreciation from the 
pen of Mr. Lee Burnett concerning his 
mother. Though we are unable to use 
such resolutions regarding deceased mem- 
bers, we are always grateful to have 
them sent to us. 


Murlin Heights, Dayton, which Rev. 
McD. Howsare is serving in connection 
with his work as Secretary of Evangel- 
ism, received eight new members on 
Easter Sunday. Brother Howsare is 
planning a post-Easter evangelistic cru- 
sade for the Sunday services from Easter 
to Pentecost. The choir at Shiloh 
Springs, Dayton, of which Miss Hazel 
Davis is the director, rendered its Easter 
cantata so acceptably at its home church 
that it was invited to repeat the same at 
the Murlin Heights Church last Sunday 
evening—the pastor, Rev. L. T. Proctor, 
and his people attending in a body. 

Mrs. P. M. Mouck, who has been visit- 
ing her brother Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein 
since last Christmas, was accompanied by 
him to see her brother, Dr. D. M. Helfen- 
stein, pastor at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 
last week—Dr. Helfenstein returning 
after a few days, but the sister remain- 
ing for a longer visit. Though Mrs. 
Mouck is now eighty-five years of age she 
made the trip all alone last winter from 
her home in Everson, Washington, to 
Dayton. In the Helfenstein family there 
are five brothers and three sisters liv- F 
ing, the youngest of which is sixty-four 
years of age—a record for longevity and 
virility that is not often equaled. 

Rev. J. S. Kegg, who for the past five 
years and a half has been doing such ag- 
gressive work at Columbus, Ohio, closed 

(Continued on page fourteen) 
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We Face a Momentous Decision 


most momentous and far-reaching proposal 

ever laid before the membership of the Chris- 
tian Church. It is contained in the recommenda- 
tions of the joint Commissions of the Congregational 
and Christian churches, providing for the actual 
organic union of these two communions just as soon 
as the arrangements can be worked out in a manner 
that will be mutually satisfactory. In connection 
with the official recommendations should be read and 
studied the statement and appeal by Dr. F. G. Coffin, 
the chairman of our Commission on Christian Unity 
and president of The General Convention of the 
Christian Church. There is not a man or woman in 
the denomination to whom this proposal should not 
come as a challenge to his or her most earnest and 
prayerful study of the whole situation and of what 
must be the will of our Lord and Master with refer- 
ence to this whole sorry mess of division among his 
followers and just what practical thing, more than 
talk, he would have the Christian Church do about 
the matter. The Herald anticipates that from time 
to time much will be said in its columns, both edi- 
torially and in its communication department, on the 
many phases of this whole proposition. Hence may 
it sound a word of caution at the very beginning in 
order that no one may have cause later on to re- 
gret or be ashamed of anything he may have said or 
the spirit he may have carried into the considera- 
tion of this history-making proposal. 


O°: an accompanying page will be found the 


r might seem superfluous to remind ourselves that 
above everything else it is exceedingly important 
that we approach the discussion of this subject in 
the sweetest and kindest of Christian spirit; and 
yet the history of the past abundantly attests the 


need of just such caution. Nothing could be more 
deplorable than for some one to try to lay hold of 
this proposed union with the Congregationalists as 
a theme and an opportunity to create suspicion and 
dissension within our own ranks. That very thing 
was done less than a half century ago, and our de- 
nomination has not yet recovered from the breaking 
of friendships and the loss of morale which it 
suffered from the wholly needless and shameful 
cleavage that was deliberately stirred up at that 
time. The Herald believes that we are altogether too 
close to the shame of it for that sort of a thing to be 


repeated in our own day. We learned too much in the 
travail and bitterness of that experience of what 
it costs a denomination and of what it costs individ- 
uals to be stampeded into unkind hostilities over 
differences of opinion. This proposal which has 
been brought to us by our Commission on Christian 
Unity is not one about which there should be any 
stampeding, on either side of the question. It is a 
momentous question, one that will be as momentous 
if we reject it as if we accept it; and it calls for 
the deepest and most prayerful consideration of our 
entire brotherhood. It demands the clearest and 
sanest possible thinking. It calls for the sweetest 
and most Christlike approach and consideration. 


Frome will be most unworthy indeed of our 
brotherhood, and exceedingly disloyal to the very 
spirit and genius of our church, who tries to inject 
into it any other than that sane and kindly and 
sweet-tempered consideration. Whether one finally 
concludes to be for or against the recommendations 
of our Commission, it is due our church and it is cer- 
tainly due the Kingdom of God that he give it his 
most thoroughgoing and prayerful thought and that 
he see to it that his local church and his conference 
and his denomination as a whole approach it in 
this same unimpassioned and sympathetic manner. 
The Herald has the utmost confidence in the good 
sense of both our ministers and our laymen and be- 
lieves that, whatever may be their personal thought 
on the matter, they will rigidly hold to the right 
spirit and sternly rebuke any effort on the part of 
anyone to be unkind in the discussion of the subject 
or to raise unwarranted suspicions or make unfair 
accusations against any of the brethren, no matter 
which side of the subject they may chance to take. 
This is not a question for manipulation and factional 
intrigue; but it is a subject for decision in matters 
of great import to the Kingdom of God, and the 
Christian denomination will prove itself exceedingly 
unworthy the breadth and liberty which it so long 
and so loudly has proclaimed, and exceedingly un- 
worthy of the Christ it professes as its leader, if it 
cannot discuss and decide this question in the spirit 
of Christian brethren who work together-in love and 
peace. The whole spirit of our denomination has 
been so sweet and brotherly in these last years that 
The Herald does not in the least fear that this union 
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proposal will bring about any conduct of which the 
denomination need be ashamed in the future. 


ET us remember that such a proposal calls for 
the deepest and clearest thinking, on both sides 
of the question. This is no time to blurt out shallow 
and uninformed opinions. Tremendous things have 
been taking place in the thought and life of the 
world and in the thought and life of the Church 
since 1914, and it will be a great pity if any of our 
people blind themselves to these changes by appeal- 
ing to the prejudices of the past or by conjuring 
with things as they used to be instead of facing facts 
as they now actually are. Profound changes have 
been and are taking place in other denominations on 
the question of union and of freedom, and some of 
these bodies have become so identical with our own 
in all of their essential practices and spirit that it 
would be difficult to tell us apart if it were not for 
the names over the church doors. To an eminent 
degree is this true of the Congregationalists. And 
it would be shallow and dangerous thinking indeed 
which did not take all of these facts into considera- 
tion—as any thinking on religious questions is shal- 
low and dangerous which is not done in the light of 
what has happened in the last few years and what 
is bound to happen more rapidly in the years to 
come. 


HAT union is in the very atmosphere ts obvious 
to every one who is not utterly blind to what is 


taking place in his own day and generation. There 
is not a movement of any consequence for human 
betterment anywhere that does not bring together 
folks of different denominations. And folks of 
different denominations are not together very long 
anywhere in these days, seriously and earnestly 
grappling with the problems of saving the world, 
that they do not begin to talk about the necessity for 
the followers of Jesus Christ to get together or be 
outwitted and crushed by the forces of iniquity. 
Moreover, there is not a prophetic spirit writing and 
talking in the Church today, not one man or woman 
who seems peculiarly born of God for our own times 
and with a message for our own day, who does not 
sense this increasing urge towards Christian union 
and declare it as an irrepressible movement from the 
hand of God. In the past half century there has not 
been a single notable and workable suggestion made 
looking to the evangelization of the world and the 
Christianization of life that does not call for comity 
and co-operation and a breaking down of the bar- 
riers between the followers of Jesus Christ. The 
whole trend of Christendom is already irresistibly 
in that direction. It is a trend that will be momen- 
tously augmented when the present younger genera- 
tion gets a firmer grip on the helm. There is no 
use talking, the younger element of our own and of 
every other thinking denomination is going to force 
something to be done about an intolerable denomina- 
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titonal situation that can not be justified by either 
theology or experience, that is an offense to common 
sense, and that is the one most deadly heresy to the 
spirit and nature of Jesus Christ that exists in the 
Church today. Whether we older ones will or no, 
the youth of our church are going to do something 
about this matter of union—and they are going to 
do it soon. The only question before us who are 
older is whether we are going to enter into this 
situation with so much of sympathy and understand- 
ing of their viewpoint that we can be potent in in- 
fluencing and guiding the course which they will 
take, or whether we shall be so unresponsive to the 
visions and projects of Christ-led youth that we 
will balk their Spirit-filled urge and mess things up 
for them and the Church until we are dead and gone. 
There can be no denying that mighty movements of 
God are under way and that one of them is towards 
the union of the followers of Jesus Christ. And the 
question now before us of the Christian Church, 
which blazed the way for union and which has talked 
union all of these years, is what we shall do about 
it now that another communion comes offering union 
with us on the identical basis as that on which we 
have stood for over a century? And if we flinch or 
refuse to go forward now that an opportunity has 
come to demonstrate actual union and its workabil- 
ity on the principles of freedom for which we have 
always contended, will not God remove our candle- 
stick from us and give it to some other group that 
will go forward in this matter when he gives them 
the chance? What hope, or even what mission, is 
there for the Christian Church in the future if we 
fail him now? 


UT, says some one, look at the difficulties that 

will be in the way, look at the problems that 
must be worked out—of delicate adjustments, of 
new acquaintanceships, of “finding” ourselves in 
new and larger environments and projects. All of 
which we admit; but The Herald wishes to say with 
all the might of its being that the problems with 
which we will have to deal in this proposed union are 
as nothing compared to the problems with which 
the Christian Church will have to deal if it tries 
to go on alone. Hence whoever among us would 
oppose this proposed union, should, before he raises 
his voice against it, assume a responsibility and 
leadership in financing our colleges and other in- 
stitutions and our missionary and other lines of 
work in which much saving of duplication and ex- 
pense could be effected through a union of churches. 
Such a responsibility would mightily sober anyone [ 
who has any inkling whatever of how crushing is [J 
the burden of financing denominational projects, and 
would silence any easy and jaunty contention that 
the Christian denomination should just go on alone ; 
as it has been doing. But a still graver responsibil- | 
ity rests upon him who would defeat the recom- | 
mendations of the joint Commission, that of reveal- | 
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ing to us just what the Christian Church is to do if 
we do not go on into this union. What are we to 
preach as our distinctive. mission in the world, what 
excuse are we to give for our continued separate 
existence, what are we hereafter to say about union 
and about the other denominations which do nothing 
against the denominationalism we deplore? What 
ringing challenge could we longer give to the Church 
and the world? With what thrilling rally cry could 
we spur on our forces to sacrifice and service for 
our enterprises? But on the other hand, such a 
union as is proposed could be made to thrill the 
whole Church of Jesus Christ and give new and 





Illinois Starts to Redeems Itself 

The overwhelming defeat of the infamous political ma- 
chine which had been builded up in Chicago under Mayor 
Thompson and in the state under Governor Small may well 
bring heart to the entire nation. It shows what can be done 
by the well-meaning Christian citizenship of this country when 
once it is thoroughly aroused. But the discouraging thing is 
that it takes so much to arouse Christian voters sufficiently to 
break them away from the rule of the politicians and of 
political parties and cause them to act with that measure of 
conscientious independence and clear thinking which alone is 
the saving salt of a democracy. The crushing defeat which 
has been administered to these Illinois politicians was really 
brought about only by the excessive lengths to which they had 
gone in their brazen and insulting defiance of ethical stand- 
ards. Governor Len Small was seeking reelection for a third 
term in spite of the fact that only recently he had been forced 
to pay back to the State $650,000 in part settlement for inter- 
est money he had withheld on public funds. Col. Frank 
Smith was running for the nomination to the United States 
Senate, where he had twice been refused admittance because 
of campaign funds which he had accepted from a member of 
a public utilities commission. Without sense of shame these 
men had gone to the people asking for reelection in order that 
their “honor” might be upheld. 

In Chicago an even more reprehensible situation existed. 
The whole city has been disgraced in the eyes of the world 
not only by the silly attacks which Mayor Thompson has 
made upon England and by other forms of his evil buffoonery, 
but even more by the connivance of the prosecuting attorney 
and judicial and police officials with the lowest type of gun- 
men and thuggery which ever held sway over an American 
city. Through such partnership with crime, there had been 
builded up what the Chicago Daily News declares to have 
been “the most unscrupulous organization of political free- 
booters that ever existed in this state.” This political 
machine has now been utterly routed, and we hope wrecked, 
by the stinging defeat which it has suffered. 


The Lesson for Christian Citizens 

But no little of the joy over this great victory for civic 
righteousness is taken away when we contemplate how rotten 
political and criminal conditions have to become before Chris- 
tian people can be aroused to administer such a rebuke. Polit- 
ical machines similar to the one in Chicago are easily builded 
up in every city, not because the bad people outnumber the 
good but simply and only because the bad people hang to- 
gether politically. They know what they want and they are 
rarely ever deceived as to the political candidate who will 
give it to them. But the Christian people divide their votes 
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mighty impetus to the whole union movement. The 
Congregationalists are working as much for the 
union of all of the followers of Jesus Christ as we 
are, they are having as much to say about it in their 
pulpits and their conventions, they are as sensitive 
to all of the finer implicates of the subject as are 
we; and they would be as unwilling as we to enter 
upon such a union with any other thought than that 
it should be only the first fruits of and an incentive 
tv a far larger and mightier union of those churches 
which are so kindred in spirit and ideal that they 
no longer have any real reason for being apart but 
many divine reasons for being together. 


under one pretense or another, and are easily tricked into 
supporting just such politicians and political machines as 


have now been defeated in Illinois. For instance, under the 
leadership of the Anti-Saloon League the Christian people 
of Illinois in their last election had helped to elect to the 
U. S. Senate this very Colonel Smith who has now been so 
humiliatingly rebuffed, the Anti-Saloon League supporting 
him even though at the time it was known that he had been 
guilty of accepting questionable campaign contributions. His 
present defeat, so very richly deserved, puts the Anti-Saloon 
League of Illinois in a still more embarrassing situation. It 
has been an exceedingly costly experience for the League and 
ought to teach it and the prohibition voters in every state 
never to support any candidate simply because he is dry. If 
a candidate does not have high ethical standards along all 
lines and stand for other Christian ideals besides prohibition, 
the League is playing a short-sighted and disastrous policy in 
supporting him, no matter how dry he may be. 


Churches Gain 573,723 in 1927 

The showing of the churches for 1927 as compiled by Dr. 
H. K. Carroll, the reliable statistician on church statistics who 
every year publishes his summary in The Christian Herald, 
brings a note of good cheer. Says Dr. Carroll in the issue 


for April 14: 

With the churches of the United States showing a net 
gain of 573,723 members in 1927, their situation is decidedly 
more encouraging than at the close of the preceding year, 
when their net increase fell a little short of the 490,000 mark. 
The best news of our tables shows larger and more general 
gains than in 1926. The heavy drain due to the wholesale 
dropping of the names of absentee and inactive members, 
made known that year, has stirred the churches to activities 
to stop that leakage and they now know that it can be done. 
They understand that evangelistic efforts should be speeded 
up and that plans for striking the trail of the absentees more 
quickly and effectively are also necessary. : 

Those who give a little study to the increases will see that 
the larger denominations particularly have accelerated their 
rate of gain. The same is true of the denomination groups, 
which are getting closer to that state of unity desired by the 
great Christian gathering at Lausanne last August. The 
Roman Catholic group shows the largest single gain for the 
year—-183,889—but the Methodist group is not far behind 
with a total gain of 150,910 for its sixteen bodies. The 
twenty organizations which make up the Lutheran group rank 
next with a gain of 67,879, while the fourteen Baptist bodies 
show an aggregate gain of 41,712. 

It will be observed that the churches which are given to 
evangelism have encouraging net increases in membership. 
Small denominations which make evangelism their chief work 
are growing rapidly. 

The total number of communicants, Protestant and Cath- 
olic, now stands at 48,594,168, the Catholics furnishing 16,- 
735,691 of this number. 















The Congregational-Christian Proposal 


Recommendations Relating to the Organic Union of the Christian and 
Congregational Churches 


HE undersigned representatives appointed from the Commission on Interchurch Rela- 

tions of the Congregational Churches and the Commission on Christian Unity of the 

Christian Church believe that the hour has come when, in the interest of the Kingdom 

of God and of the larger usefulness of their respective denominations, these two communions 
should immediately take steps toward an organic union. 

We therefore recommend to our prospective Commissions, and through them, to the 

National Council of Congregational Churches and to the General Convention of the Christian 

Church: 


1. That each of them at the earliest possible date take action endorsing an organic union 
between the Congregational and Christian Churches. 

2. That the basis of this new relation shall be the recognition by each group that the 
other group is constituted of the followers of Jesus Christ. Each individual church and 
each group of churches shall be free to retain and develop its own form of expression. 
Finding in the Bible the supreme rule of faith and life but recognizing that there is room 
for wide differences of opinion among equally good Christians, this union shall be condi- 
tioned upon the acceptance of Christianity as primarily a way of life, and not upon uniform- 
ity of theological opinion or any uniform practice of ordinances. 

3. That the autonomy of each local congregation and the right of each individual mem- 
ber to follow Christ according to his own conscience shall remain undisturbed. 

4. That the United Church shall for the time being be called “Congregational-Christian”’, 
allowing each local church to contjnue the use of its present name if it so desires. 

5. That as soon as this proposal shall have been ratified by the official bodies of the two 
organizations, a committee of equal number from each communion, adequately represen- 
tative of each denomination, shall be appointed to study the whole situation carefully and 
to recommend a plan for the complete unification and management of their enterprises and 
program of work. In the meantime every possible step should be taken by the two Commis- 
sions to promote mutual acquaintance among the two constituencies and to canvass the prac- 
tical questions involved in a merger. 

6. That as soon as possible after the joint committee provided in the preceding para- 
graph is ready to report, a general convention including the two bodies shall be arranged, 
at which the report of the committee shall be acted upon. For this joint convention the 
executive committees of the two denominations shall make all arrangements. 

7. The commissions recognize that numerous practical details will be involved. They are 
confident, however, that being united in purpose no insuperable obstacles will appear, and 
therefore propose that the two bodies go forward in mutual confidence. 

FOR THE COMMISSION OF CHRISTIAN UNITY: 
FRANK G. COFFIN, 
LEON E. SMITH. 
FOR THE COMMISSION OF INTERCHURCH RELATIONS: 
FRANK K. SAUNDERS, 
CHARLES E. BURTON. 


These recommendations have now been approved by the Commission on Christian Unity 
of the Christian Church. The members of this Commission are: 


Dr. F. G. Coffin, Chairman of the Commission, Iowa City, Iowa. 


Dr. R. C. Helfenstein, Dover, Dela. Dr. L. E. Smith, Norfolk, Va. 
Dr. F. H. Peters, Defiance, Ohio. Dr. W. H. Denison, Dayton, Ohio. 
Dr. Alva M. Kerr, Dayton, Ohio. Dr. W. A. Harper, Elon College, N. C. 








An Explanation and a Plea 


BY F. G. COFFIN, A. M., D. D. 


Chairman of the Commission on Christian Unity 


N the opposite page will be found the 
QO recommendations relating to organic 

union between the Christian and Con- 
gregational churches, as adopted by the Com- 
missions representing the two communions. 
The Commissions have compiled the recom- 
mendations in the spirit of Christian co-opera- 
tion. There has been but one dominating mo- 
tive in the whole effort, viz., a greater efficiency 
for the Kingdom of God. There has been no 
play for advantage on the part of either, but 
each has sought to recognize and embody the 
viewpoint of the other as fully as possible and 
certainly in no way to violate the position or 
restrict the freedom of the other. Perhaps each 
group would have changed the phraseology 
somewhat had it been dealing solely with its 
own constituency. There are forms of expres- 
sion growing out of the life of an organization 
which become fixed in its nomenclature. In or- 
der to state a position which will accommodate 
both bodies each must be as generous in its 
verbiage as it is in the spirit which craves 
closer affiliation. 


Our readers are urged seriously to study 
the recommendations of the joint Commissions 
and to approach this new experience in our 
organic life in the spirit expressed in the last 
item of the report. May a few of the things to 
be remembered be pointed out here: 

First. The report does not aim at finality. 
It expresses an attitude and suggests only the 
initial steps. It does not outline a fixed plan to 
which each must subscribe or stay out. Instead 
it anticipates that the two bodies will come to- 
gether in Christian love and liberty and to- 
gether find the most congenial and efficient way 
of expressing their unities in constructive pro- 
grams. As stated, at present it is mostly a 
recognition of the Christianity of each other, 
the rights and privileges which belong to each, 
and the great community of interest which 
binds us together. The Commissions anticipate 
that the two communions will begin with mu- 


tual love and confidence and work out their 
plans and programs together just as we do in 
the founding of our homes. . 

Second. The initial document leaves undis- 
turbed the rights of each individual member 
and each local congregation. There is not a 
member or a congregation ‘in the Christian 
Church whose liberties will be infringed in the 
least. In fact, the amalgamated organization 
will stand exactly upon the foundation which 
the Christian Church has always occupied. 
Though the six Principles of our church are not 
categorically stated as we are accustomed to 
seeing them, they are in other phraseology the 
basis of the whole arrangement. 


Third. The designation of the two united 
churches (Congregational-Christian) is not al- 
together satisfactory to any of the commission- 
ers, but seems to be the most appropriate title 
under the circumstances. It is regarded as 
tentative. It is the hope that ere long other 
communions may join the movement. Efforts 
to that end are in process. Such an outcome 
will give warrant for some universal name such 
as the United American Church or the United 
American Christian Church. To have adopted 
such a pretentious title for but two smaller de- 
nominations seemed presumptuous and might 
prove prejudicial to the more inclusive move- 
ment on which our hearts are set. When or- 
ganizations go into a movement they prefer to 
help build the movement into which they go. 


Fourth. Entrance into the union through 
the plan outlined closes no doors before us. It 
leaves us free to follow the wisdom made possi- 
ble by later developments and together to find 
the way which will most efficiently carry out the 
desire of the Lord among men. 


Your Commission asks your prayers and 
counsel in this proposed venture and earnestly 
solicits your suggestions. Correspondence may 
be addressed to the chairman of the Commis- 
sion. 
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In Our Yesterdays 


BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
For Thirty-three Years Secretary of The General Convention 


Eighth Article 


among the men and events of other 

days, one comes upon some strange 
and startling incidents; and until one 
compares them with recent occurrences 
of like character, one is unprepared to 
believe them possible. For instance, on 
an occasion when Thomas Jefferson was 
in the House of Burgesses, he advocated 
the right of the individual in matters of 
religion. But an elderly member of the 
House, in powdered wig and _ three- 
cornered hat and silver-topped cane, 
avose and said in a very impressive tone: 
“No gentleman would choose any road to 
heaven but the Episcopal.” That was 
said more than a hundred years ago 
when sectarianism was rife, which fact 
modifies it somewhat. But only today, 
March 20, 1928, did I read of the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, forbiding its 
members participating in “The Fellow- 
ship Movement”, the purpose of which 
is to promote toleration and mutual ap- 
preciation of the various religions, not 
excluding Mohammedanism, Judaism, 
Hinduism, and others. The reason as- 
signed for such prohibition is that it 
would lower Christianity to the level of 
the other religions of the world. There 
was a time in the history of New Eng- 
land, when at the “Town Meetings” the 
church roll was inspected, in order to de- 
termine the rights of members to vote. 
That seems to us a drastic measure, but 
it can be paralleled in this day in spirit 
if not in procedure. 


|: turning back the pages, and roaming 


THE PRINCIPLE OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY 


There is no one principle to which the 
Christian Church points with more pride 
and to which it has so enthusiastically 
clung than that of Individual Liberty, 
and in our common thinking and expres- 
sion we give the year 1792 as its birth. 
It may have been known to many, but 
was wholly unknown to me, that this 
sentiment was expressed and advocated 
prior to 1792, until I came upon the fol- 
lowing concerning what is known as the 
Declaratory Act of Thomas Jefferson: 

It was written by Jefferson, singularly 
enough, in that time of political libera- 
tion, 1776, but was not introduced by him 
into the Assembly of Virginia until 1779, 
and was not passed by them until 1785. 
Said Jefferson in this Declaratory Act: 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly 
that no man shall be compelled to fre- 
quent or support any religious worship, 
place, or ministry whatever; nor shall be 
enforced, restrained, molested, or bur- 


dened in his body or goods, nor shall 
otherwise suffer on account of his re- 


ligious opinions or belief; but that all 
men shall be free to profess, and by 
argument to maintain, their opinions in 
matters of religion, and that the same 
shall in no wise diminish or affect their 
civil capacity. 

Elder Humphreys, in his “Memories of 
Deceased Ministers,” tells of James 
O’Kelly, spending a day in Washington, 
and while there he went to the Capitol 
to see his friends, Jefferson and Henry, 
who were to speak the next day. Mr. 
Jefferson told O’Kelly that after the 
speaking, he must preach. He tried to 
excuse himself, but his two friends would 
have no excuse, so he consented. The 
next day, the speaking being over, Mr. 
Jefferson moved an adjournment to give 
Rev. Mr. O’Kelly an op)portunity to 
preach. Congress was adjourned, and he 
preached one of his best sermons to the 
Congress of the United States, in the 
Capitol. After the sermon, Mr. Jefferson 
arose with tears in his eyes and said he 
was no preacher, but he believed that 
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. PRAYER 
THANK thee, Lord, 


swered prayers— 
Unanswered save 
“Nay”; 
Yet it seemed hard among my heavy cares 


That bitter day. 


for mine unan- 


thy quiet, kindly 


I wanted joy; but thou didst know for me 
That sorrow was the gift I needed most 


And in its mystic depths I learned to see 
The Holy Ghost. 


I wanted health; but thou didst bid me 
sound 
The secret treasuries of pain, 
And in the moans and groans my heart 
oft found 
The Christ again. 


I wanted wealth; ‘twas not the better part; 
There is wealth with poverty oft given, 
And thou didst teach me of the gold of 
heart, 
Best gift of heaven. 


I thank thee, Lord, for those unanswered 
prayers, 
And for thy words, the quiet, kindly 


Nay”; 
“Twas thy withholding lightened all my 
cares 
That blessed day. 
—Selected. 
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James O’Kelly was one of the greatest 
divines living. 

If the friendship between Jefferson and 
O’Kelly was as intimate as Elder 
Humphreys indicated, it is reasonable to 
believe that the great statesman and the 
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great preacher conferred upon this great 
subject of individual liberty. 


THE FIRST PRAYER IN CONGRESS 


It is quite a common thing for ou 
Fourth of July orators, when speaking 


of America’s greatness, to speak only of 


our material greatness. They tell that 
we have more territory than any other 
nation; that we have more miles of rail- 
road than any other country; that we 
build the highest houses and construct 
the longest bridges; that we raise more 
wheat and other grain than any country 
of the world; that our natural resources 
are inexhaustible; that we carry on the 
biggest business and have the richest 
men; that we have more automobiles and 
the biggest battleships; that our armies 
have never been driven from the field of 
conflict; that we eat more beef than any 
other people; that we dig the biggest 
canals and float the largest steamers, 
and that soon we shall have ten of the 
largest cities in existence, all of which 
may be true, but these alone are not the 
things that make America great. Our 
real greatness is the Christian element of 
our civilization. This nation was born 
with the name of God on its lips, and 
with reverence for him in its heart. From 
the beginning of our Government, both 
the House of Representatives and the 
U. S. Senate have had chaplains who in- 
voke guidance for their deliberation at 
the opening of each day’s session. In 
Congress prayer always. precedes the 
reading of the Journal of the day before, 
except when the House does not adjourn 
but stands in recess from one day to an- 
other. In a letter written by John 
Adams to a friend, he tells of the first 
prayer in Congress, then meeting in 
Philadelphia in 1775. Mr. Adams says: 


When the Congress met, Mr. Cushing 
made a motion that it should be opened 
with prayer. It was opposed by Mr. Jay, 
of New York, and Mr. Rutledge, of South 
Carolina, because we were so divided in 
religious sentiments, some Episcopalians, 
some Quakers, some Anabaptists, some 
Presbyterians, some Congregationalists, 
that we could not join in the same act 
of worship. Mr. Samuel Adams rose and 
said “that he was no bigot, and could 
hear a prayer from any gentleman of [ 
piety and virtue, who was at the same ff 
time a friend to his country. He was a ff 
stranger in Philadelphia but had heard 
that Mr. Duche, (Dushay they pro- 
nounced it) deserved that character, and 
therefore he moved that Mr. Duche, an 
Episcopal clergyman, might be desired to 
read prayers to the Congress tomorrow 
morning.” The motion was seconded, and 
passed in the affirmative. Mr. Randolph, 
our president, waited on Mr. Duche, and 


received for answer, that if his health | 


would permit he certainly would. Ac- | 
cordingly next morning he appeared with 
his cloak, and in his pontificals, and read | 
several prayers in the established form, | 
and then read the collect for the seventh | 
day of September, which was the thirty- | 


(Continued on page ten) 
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The Boy That Laughs 


I know a funny little boy— 
The funniest ever born: 

His face is like a beam of joy, 
Although his clothes are torn. 


I saw him tumble on his nose, 
And waited for a groan— 

But how he laughed! Do you suppose 
He struck his funny bone? 


There’s sunshine in each word he speaks: 
His laugh is something grand; 

Its ripples overrun his cheeks 
Like waves on snowy sand. 


He laughs the moment he awakes, 
And till the day is done; 

The schoolroom for a joke he takes— 
The lessons are but fun. 


No matter how the day may go, 
You cannot make him cry: 

He’s worth a dozen boys I know, 
Who pout and mope and sigh. 


—Wide Awake. 


A Crooked Day 


N OTHER, what has been the matter 
with the day? It has been the long- 
est day of my life, and such a very 
crooked one.” 
“It is very easy for me to see where 
the fault lies. Can you not see it also?” 
“I know, dear mother, that I was very 
naughty to read the book,” Abby an- 
swered gently. 
“But what did you omit to do today?” 


Abby said: “What do you mean, 
mother? I know everything has gone 
wrong.” 


“My darling, did you ask your Heaven- 
ly Father to forgive your disobedience to 
me? Did you ask his loving care of you 
today? Did you ask to be helped through 
the day?” 

Abby hung her head, and confessed 
that she. was in such a hurry to get to 
breakfast that she forgot the prayer. 


“Ah, little girl, there is reason enough 
for a crooked day. I and all grown-up 
folks who love God have to ask for help 
all the time, that they may be shown how 
to take each step, as well as how to live 
each moment. And I know you do not 
forget the dear Savior listens to the little 
children when they call upon him.” 


Abby has lived a good many years 
since she had that talk with her mother, 
and she does not forget her morning 
prayer.—Selected. 


Overheard in a Garden 


ONE morning in the early spring a 


Blackberry bush remarked to a 
Strawberry vine at his feet, “I have just 
found out that you and I belong to the 
same family as the rose.” 

“It seems hardly possible!” exclaimed 
the Strawberry vine. “I did not even 
know before that you and I are related. 
You are much the taller and you also 
have brambles. In that respect you re- 
semble the Rose.” 

This made the Blackberry bush indig- 
nant, but before he could decide what 
to reply the Raspberry bush observed: 

“I look more like the Blackberry bush 
than you do, Strawberry vine. Yet the 
three of us are related. But you are the 
shortest member of our whole family. 
You are not even so tall as Five-Finger.” 

“Five-Finger has an insignificant yel- 
low blossom and no fruit worth mention- 
ing,” replied the Strawberry vine tartly. 
“J can’t imagine why you should say I 
resemble that weed.” 

“I was merely speaking of height,” ex- 
plained the Raspberry bush. 

“Meadowsweet is of our family, 
tinued the Blackberry bush. 

“Meadowsweet is quite pretty,” con- 
ceded the Strawberry vine, “but she’s of 
no special use.” 

“That might be said of the Rose,” ob- 
served the Raspberry plant. “Yet all of 
us are secretly jealous of her.” 

“Of course she is the queen of flow- 
ers,” allowed the Strawberry vine. “But 
that’s the most one can say of her.” 

“Well, there’s Choke-Cherry, a distant 
relative of ours,” said the Blackberry. 

“And just Imagine Choke-Cherries 
with cream!” scoffed the Strawberry 
vine. 

The others laughed. “People say that 
Choke-Cherry jelly is nice,” observed the 
Raspberry. 

“Our fruit makes nice jelly, too,” 
affirmed the Strawberry vine. “But I 
don’t mind admitting I’d like to be 
taller.” 

“The Apple and the Pear are both re- 
lated to us,’ continued the Blackberry 
bush. 

“I’d like to be as tall as an Apple 
tree,” declared the Strawberry vine. 

“I wish my blossoms were as pretty!” 
sighed the Raspberry plant. 

“And mine!” echoed the Strawberry 
vine. 

“Yet when a tree bears good fruit I’ve 
noticed that people do not pick its blos- 


” con- 


soms,” remarked the Blackberry bush. 
“They care more for the fruit.” 

“And nobody would prefer even a Rose 
always to strawberries and cream,” de- 
clared the Raspberry bush, looking kind- 
ly down at the little vine. 

The Strawberry plant was much pleas- 
ed with this compliment. 

“T think we ought to try to be the best 
of our kind,” remarked the Blackberry 
bush, “and not wish we were somebody 
else. No one expects roses of us, and if 
our modest blossoms are followed by good 
fruit, that is all one could wish.” 

The others were of the same opinion. 
And they must have tried very hard to 
do their best that year, for the owner of 
the garden said his berries had never 
before been so large and so sweet.— 
Zion's Herald. 


Polly's Mistake 


LITTLE chirping sparrow perched on 

an apple tree, chirped out his happy 
song, for his heart was full of glee. But 
though he tried extremely hard, his song 
was just a chirp, and when Polly Parrot 
heard him, she surely was quite pert. 
For she made fun of his music as she 
climbed about her cage, and as Chippy 
kept on chirping, Polly flew into a rage; 
for she thought his clothes were homely 
and his song was just a fright, and to 
disturb her peace and quiet he certainly 
had no right. 

But just then the bright canary, in a 
near-by window hung, began the swect- 
est warble even he kad ever sung. Then 
Polly stopped her fretful climbing on 
the bars within her cage and, listening 
to the music, quite forgot about her 
rage; for she sat in perfect patience as 
the singer sang his song, and seemed 
charmed both with the singer and the 
clothes that he had on. She loudly spoke 
his praises and the beauty of his poise, 
and sneered again at Chippy, at his color 
and his noise. 

Now Polly’s little mistress, standing 
back and looking on, scolded Polly for 
her conduct toward the birds that sang 
their song; for the sparrow, though his 
chirping really had not sounded good, 
sang with gladness in his bosom, and had 
done the best he could. And though his 
clothes were homely and his ways seemed 
quite unfit, yet one thing we should re- 
member—he was not to blame for it. For 
the Hand that put the music in the 
bright canary’s throat is the Hand that 
gave to Chippy both his song and rusty 
coat—A. G. Hartle, in Bethel Primary 
Paper. 
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In Our Yesterdays 
(Continued from page eight) 


fifth psalm. You must remember this 
was the next morning after we had heard 
the rumor of the horrible cannonade at 
Boston. It seemed as if heaven had or- 
dained that psalm to be read on that 
morning. 

After this, Mr. Duche, unexpectedly to 
everybody, struck out into an extempo- 
rary prayer which filled the bosom of 
every man present. I must confess I 
never heard a better prayer, or one so 
well pronounced. Episcopalian as he is, 
Dr. Cooper himself never prayed with 
such fervor, such ardor, such correctness 
and pathos; and in language so elegant 
and sublime, for America, for Congress, 
for the province of Massachusetts Bay, 
especially the town of Boston. It has had 
an excellent effect upon every heart. I 
must beg you to read that psalm. If 
there is any faith in the sortes Virgil- 
ianae, or sortes Homericae, or especially 
the sortes Biblicae, it would be thought 
providential. The thirtieth psalm was in- 
deed appropriate to the news received 
and the exigencies of the times. 

The forty-four members of the First 
Congress, in their Hall, all bent before 
the mercy seat, and asked him that their 
enemies “might be as chaff before the 
wind.” Washington was kneeling there, 
says the Newark Advertiser, and Henry, 
and Randolph, and Rutledge, and Jay, 
and by their side stood bowed in rever- 
ence the Puritan patriots of New Eng- 
land, who at that moment had reason to 
believe that an armed soldiery was wast- 
ing their humble households. It was be- 
lieved that Boston was bombarded and 
destroyed. They prayed fervently for 
America, for the Congress, for the prov- 
ince of Massachusetts Bay, and especial- 
ly for the town of Boston; and who can 
realize the emotions with which they 
turned imploringly to heaven for the di- 
vine interposition and aid? “It was 
enough,” says Mr. Adams, “to melt the 
heart of stone. I saw the tears gush into 
the eyes of the old, the grave, pacific 
Quakers of Philadelphia.” 

The present session of the U. S. Senate 
was opened with prayer by the Chap- 
lain, Rev. Doctor Phillips, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Almighty God, who in the former time 
didst lead our fathers forth into a 
wealthy place, give thy grace, we humbly 
beseech thee, to us their children, that 
we may always appear ourselves a people 
mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy 
will. Bless our land, defend our liber- 
tiest, preserve our unity. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion, from 
pride and arrogance, and from every evil 
way. Endue with the spirit of wisdom 
those with whom we entrust in thy name 
the authority of governance. In our pros- 
perity, fire our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble suffer not our 
trust in thee to fail; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


is) 

“The man who wants to see the road 
of life from beginning to end will never 
get anywhere if he waits for that to 
happen. There is new light for every 
foot of the way, and if you follow it, you 
will reach the homeland, and the Father’s 
house. What we need is only enough 
light for the next step.” 
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ginning of a mighty crusade. 





Post-Easter Campaigns 


((HURCHES which have not as yet put on their evangelistic campaigns 
will find from Easter to Pentecost a most favorable time. 
some churches regard this as the most ideal time. 

On the day of Pentecost, we are told, three thousand souls were added 
to the church under the effective preaching of Peter. 
Our church has a wonderful opportunity 
if she accepts the God-given privilege of worthily following in the steps 
of these early heralds of the gospel. 
because of the times in which we live. 
ringing in their ears, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature,” and with a holy passion they went forth to that task. 
If our church, aflame with a like passion, should go forth, there is no 
telling what would happen as to the number that could be added to the 
church on the next anniversary of Pentecost. 

Oh that the Christian Church might receive her pentecostal baptism 
with a passion to do personal work in winning a lost world to Christ. 


Indeed 


That was the be- 


Even greater things are possible 
With the words of the Master 








Woman's Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 


E are quite proud of the work which 
Elizabeth Howsare is doing for In- 
dian boys and girls. 

Some very interesting information 
about the Indian and the Roosevelt In- 
dian School has been received by Mr. 
Sparks and he has put it into a very 
attractive leaflet entitled, “Our Navajos”’. 

We shall soon be entering the Home 
Mission Period when we think especially 
of the Indians and other kindred folk. 
The literature prepared by Mr. Sparks 
will help you in your home mission study. 


The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 


A Deacon Speaks Out 

NE of our deacons recently said, “I 

have been a member of the church 
forty-seven years, a deacon thirty-five 
years; twelve pastors have served us dur- 
ing that time, and as many as three- 
fourths of that number have never called 
upon the church to respond in any way 
to the appeals that have been made. Such 
indifference on the part of the ministry 
has often caused my heart to be sad- 
dened.” What splendid results would 
happen if pastors and church officials 
generally would encourage the whole 
work. 


m 
Vv 


April is the special month for Evangel- 
ism in the general program of the Chris- 
tian Church. Hundreds of our churches 
have been putting forth special soul-win- 
ning efforts. Easter was the ingathering 
day and we trust that thousands were 
received into the fellowship of the church. 
The Department of Evangelism and Life 
Service is in need of generous funds and 
we bespeak worthy gifts from every 
church on April 29. 

Your secretary is spending the week 
April 8-15 among the churches of the 
Eastern Osage Conference in Missouri 
conducting efficiency institutes. 

All our pastors, conference and church 
officials, are hereby earnestly requested to 
read pages 52-56 of this year’s Christian 
Annual where the work and plans of the 
Board of Finance are set forth. Send for 
your Annual today if you have neglected 
doing so. 


Conferences are Beginning 

THE New Jersey Conference meets with 

the Sweet Valley, Pennsylvania, 
Church, May 17-20; the New York East- 
ern meets with the Otego, New York, 
Church, June 7-10. We bespeak large 
attendance, a deep spiritual atmosphere, 
a vision and a faith to undertake for 
God. 


Our People Will Do It 

OUR people will subscribe and pay their 

full share of the General Convention 
Budget when our pastors, superintend- 
ents, departmental presidents, church 
officials, and conference officers make it 
plain what their rightful share is, and 
shall thoroughly inform them of the work 
and needs of: 


a. The General Convention itself; 
b. The Federal Council of Churches 
of which we are a part; 
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c. Our Foreign Mission work in 
Japan and Porto Rico and its administra- 
tion; 

d. Our Evangelistic and Life Service 
work; 

e, Our Home Mission work and its ad- 
ministration in weak churches, new fields, 
Americanization, Indian work, and ex- 
tension. 

f. Our Christian Education work and 
administration, summer schools, young 
people’s work, current college expenses. 


We believe that our people have vision, 
consecration, loyalty. Their love and de- 
votion will meet their General Conven- 
tion Budget needs as represented in these 
six great fields and lines of work which 
they are carrying on. The Convention 
Budget provides for these. Give our 
people encouragement and detailed in- 
formation and they will not fail their 
Lord and their church. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 

Egan, April 8—At the North Grove 
Christian Church on Sunday, March 25, the 
foreign mission offering was taken. Sev- 
eral special numbers had been arranged. 
The pastor, Rev. R. W. Pittman, delivered 
a talk on “Foreign Missions”, after which 
the offering was taken. The congregation 
numbered about thirty, and with several 
other contributions, the total amount given 
for foreign missions from the church and 
Sunday-school was twenty-five dollars. 


Olney, April 4—Rev. Mattie Milam re- 
ceived three new members at Willow 
Prairie Church last Sunday evening at her 
regular appointment. A fine spirit pre- 
vailed. She is also pastor at Fairview 
and Riverton churches. — Rev. J. M. Brad- 
bury is holding a week’s pre-Easter serv- 
ices at the church here at Olney, in which 
he is being assisted by some of the local 
ministers of the church. Ex-pastor Ma- 
han gave a strong message Monday night; 
Pastor Bradbury’s son, Orville, gave an 
interesting message Wednesday evening; 
tonight Rev. R. J. Ellis, of the Sumner 
Church, is to bring the message, and on 
Friday evening, Rev. J. M. Carmean, — 
We recently were with Pastor Sherman 
Keeler at Shiloh Church for eight eve- 
nings. Brother Keeler is a fine, young 
man, growing and filled with the Spirit, 
and is held in high esteem by his people, 
it being his home church. He is also pas- 
tor at Bethany and is to go next Sunday 
to Bible Chapel. There were five acces- 
sions and conversions last Friday night 
at the meeting and a fine revival spirit. 
— After four months’ absence we filled 
our regular appointment at Mt. Olive 
Church. Weather and roads have had 
them shut in for the winter. — Rev. F. G. 
Bell is down with mumps. — Ellen King, 
wife of Deacon Peter King, deceased, has 
gone home. A little over a year ago her 


husband preceded her. — Rev. S. Price 
reports fine interest at Mt. Gilead over 
last Sunday. Rev. Chas. Chitty has moved 
to Oblong and reports his work growing 
fine at Berlin and White Oak. My daugh- 
ter, Miss Irene Jacobs, who is a student 
at the State University at Urbana, attends 
services at our church there. She speaks 
in highest terms of the pastor, Dr. Kemp, 
and the church there. She says “the house 
is thronged” at almost every preaching 
service, and that Dr. Kemp is doing a 
great work there, The church is growing 
under his leadership.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


KANSAS 

Chanute, April 4—Rev. Arthur Schooley, 
of Hume, Missouri, closed a very success- 
ful meeting February 12 for the Pleasant 
Valley Christian Church. Twenty-three 
members were added to the church. About 
half of these were young people from the 
young people’s class in Sunday-school. 
The whole church received a spiritual re- 
vival not mafifest in every revival. Mr. 
John Bodin, of Vilas, Kansas, led in the 
singing in his usual masterly way. He 
and his talented wife (formerly Miss 
Jennie Waugh, of Edna, Kansas) rendered 
many special pieces which were a blessing 
to all. Rev. A. A. Mason and wife, of 
Altoona, Kansas, were present at most all 
of the meetings and helped in a splendid 
way. — Brother Schooley has accepted a 
call from the church for half time be- 
ginning Easter Sunday. Brother Schooley, 
wife, and two children will live on the 
field, and their address will be Earlton, 
Kansas, R. R. 2. 


MIAMI OHIO CONFERENCE 
Ansonia—This church has recently 
suffered the loss of one of its valuable 
members, Ozro M. Searl, who had been a 
deacon for many years. Besides this office, 
he filled a number of other positions of 
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responsibility. He was a man eighty-six 
years of age, having been a member of the 
church for fifty-eight years and a reader 
of The Herald of Gospel Liberty for a like 
number of years. He was most loyal to 
the church, and his Christian character 
was beautiful to see. The funeral, which 
was held on Tuesday afternoon, April 3, at 
his late home in Ansonia, was in charge 
of his pastor, Rev. C. F. Baldwin. — A 
union sunrise prayer meeting was held at 
the Christian Church on Easter morning. 
Representatives from all of the churches 
of the town participated, something that 
had not occurred before, according to 
those who knew. — At the morning wor- 
ship period a beautiful cantata, “The 
Thorn-crowned King”, was given very ac- 
ceptably by some of the young people, as- 
sisted by the adults. 

The Woodington Church also lost one of 
its valuable members a short time ago in 
the person of Mr. Cash Clay, who had 
served acceptably as a trustee for some 
time. Rev. Blaine Thornburg, a former 
pastor, preached the sermon. — The young 
people of the church were responsible for 
the Easter service and carried it out most 
creditably. 


Covington—The Covington Church, Dr. 
Omer S. Thomas pastor, had a very fine 
week of pre-Easter services with a great 
day on Easter. The services on Easter 
started with a sunrise prayer meeting, fol- 
lowed by a fine Sunday-school with two 
hundred and seventy-five present. Four 
were received into membership at the 
morning worship period. In the afternoon 
a union vesper service was held at the 
church with the auditorium crowded to 
capacity. Covington is especially blessed 
with a union spirit. 


Crown Point—The Easter services were 
possibly the best this church has ever had. 
In the morning the house was crowded, 
the attendance being the largest for two 
years or more. The pastor, Rev. Clark A. 
Denison, reports two hundred and twenty 
present in the Sunday-school. The pageant, 
“The Light of Life’, was given by the 
young people in the evening. This service 
was largely attended, with favorable com- 
ments for many. This same pageant is to 
be given by them next Sunday evening at 
the Drexel U. B. Church in connection 
with the township Sunday-school conven- 
tion. 


Eaton—Four Biblical dramas were given 
at the Sunday night services during Feb- 
ruary and March, the dramas being con- 
cluded with an appropriate sermon by the 
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pastor, Rev. E. T. Cotten. The congrega- 
tions were large and the people appre- 
ciated tke dramas. — On March 18 a mis- 
cellaneous program was given by the 
young people of the Junior robed 
choir, and again the congregation was un- 
usually large. — Services were held every 
night during Passion Week. Stereopticon 
pictures were shown Monday night by 
Rev. A. B. Thornburg, messages being 
brought other nights by Rev. Ross McNeal 
and Rev. J. L. Armstrong, while the pas- 
tor spoke the last two nights. Thirty- 
five members of the Junior robed choir 
sang Wednesday night and also Sunday 
morning. The adult choir furnished 
special music Friday night, and on Sun- 
day night rendered an Easter cantata. 
Large congregations and a fine spirit were 
manifest the entire week. Besides ex- 
periencing a spiritual revival within the 
church, nineteen new members were re- 
ceived into the church Sunday morning. 


Laura—The Sunday-school attendance 
for Easter Sunday broke all records for 
this year with 163 present. The pastor, 
Rev. David Ralston, was with the church 
on Easter Sunday for the morning serv- 
ices although it was not the regular ap- 
pointment. The services were fine, with a 
congregation of between fifty and seventy- 
five. — At the close of the Sunday-school 
session, the superintendent, Lester Hess, 
with a fine presentation speech, handed to 
the pastor a beautiful hand Bible, a red- 
letter, reference type of the International 
series. This was presented by a woman's 
class of the Sunday-school, taught by Mrs. 
Anne Jones. Then at the close of the 
morning services, the young deacon of the 
church, Mr. Vernon Jones, presented the 
pastor with a liberal purse as an apprecia- 
tion from the church of their pastor's 
services for Easter. This act was spon- 
sored by Mrs. Frank Herkins and beauti- 
fully carried through by the people of the 
parish. The pastor “tried” to thank the 
people and show his appreciation. 


Piqua—The young people of the Piqua 
Church, Rev. Raymond G. Clark pastor, 
introduced Easter’s religious activities 
with a sunrise service of unusual spirit- 
ual value, which spirit dominated the 
services of the whole day. At the morn- 
ing worship hour the large auditorium 
was greatly overflowed. Eighteen new 
members were received, including three 
whole families. — All organizations are 
working strenuously with an unequaled 
good will. In addition to a greatly in- 
creased budget, more than $3,000 has been 
paid since last Easter, and many thous- 
ands pledged on the new building. 


Shiloh Springs (Dayton)—A _ consecra- 
tion service was held Easter Sunday for 
six babies. — The choir gave the cantata, 
“The Thorn-crowned King”, by Holton, in 
the evening, and will give the same at 
Murlin Heights Sunday night, April 15. 


Sidney—A Christian Endeavor society 
has been formed by the young people of 
our three churches—New Palestine, Char- 
ity Chapel, and Spring Creek—Rev. Frank 
P. Thomas pastor. The society meets at 
the church where there is preaching on 
Sunday evenings. Thus far three meet- 
ings have been held. The interest mani- 
fested and the way that the young people 
enter into these meetings is very en- 
couraging. The attendance at the last 
meeting was over thirty-five. 


Springfield—A wonderful Easter service 
of music was listened to by an audience 
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that crowded the auditorium of the High 
Street Christian Church. This was the 
culmination of the pre-Easter meetings 
held by the pastor, Rev. Cleon Swarts. 
There were fifteen people taken into the 
church, nine by confession of faith and 
six by letter. — The church was repre- 
sented with a beautiful pulpit Bible by 
Mrs. G. D. Meade in memory of her de- 
ceased husband. The church was very 
happy to have this gift. — The Men’s Club 
of the Springfield Y. M. C. A. sponsored 
noonday Lenten services in the Fairbanks 
Theater, Monday to Friday, April 2-6. The 
pastor of the High Street Church spoke 
at the service Thursday noon on the sub- 
ject, “Christ Before Pilate”. These pro- 
grams were broadcasted by Station WCSO, 
Wittenberg. 


Trotwood—Pre-Easter services were 
held with fine interest and results at the 
Trotwood Church, Rev. A. W. Hirby pas- 
tor. A sunrise prayer meeting was pro- 
moted by the young people on Easter 
morning. — Brother Alonzo Puterbaugh 
was ordained a deacon in the morning 
worship services. A special musical pro- 
gram was held in the evening. The Sun- 
day-school promoted Easter exercises at 
the Sunday-school hour. — The Men’s 
Brotherhood class has challenged the 
young men to a loyalty contest, the loser 
to furnish a strawberry festival for the 
winner, — The young people of the church 
are grading the church ground, putting it 
in order for a play ground. There will be 










a tennis court, croquet court, horseshoe 
court, and an indoor baseball diamond. 


Troy—Two members were received into 
church membership on Palm Sunday and 
thirty on Easter Sunday. Of these nine 
were adults, eleven were young people. 
and twelve were children. Twenty-two 


were by confession of faith and ten by 
letter. Pre-Easter services of a devo- 
tional character were conducted by the 
pastor, Dr. James H. Lightbourne. A com- 


munion service was held Thursday night. 
On Good Friday, a union service, under 
the auspices of the Troy Ministerial Asso- 
ciation, was held in the Christian Church. 
beginning at noon and closing at three 
o'clock. The attendance was large and 
the spirit of the meeting beautiful. — 
Easter services were all well attended. 
There was a fine outpouring of folks for 
the sunrise service, the majority being 
young people. The official count showed 
an attendance of seven hundred and 
thirty-eight at Sunday-school. The con- 
gregation at the morning service of wor- 
ship filled the auditorium to capacity. The 
evening congregation was also large. 

On Thursday night the fourth union train- 
ing class for International credit will be- 
gin at the Piqua Church, under the leader- 
ship of Assistant Superintendent of County 
School, Mr. J. La Foster. Several Sunday- 
school workers of the church have earned 
credits in the three courses already given, 
and quite a few more are expecting to 
take up the study of this course. — The 




























































Hee 












<TR om, : 














Pe ee ae ee eee ee 





shoe 


into 
and 
nine 
ople, 
-two 
1 by 
evo- 
the 
-om- 
ight. 
nder 
S80- 
rch, 
hree 
and 
ded. 
} for 
eing 
wed 
and 
con- 
wor- 
The 
‘ain- 
be- 
der- 
unty 
day- 
rneé d 
iven, 
g to 
The 






































































ae 






























Junior Department has been experiencing 
a splendid consistency in attendance. In 
the last six Sundays the attendance has 
not been above 77 or below 71. Mrs. J. W. 
Dane is the superintendent. — The finance 
committee of the church is busy with pre- 
paratory plans for the every-member can- 
vass. The budgets both for current ex- 
penses and benevolences have had a first 
reauing before the official board. The 
proposals of the finance committee include 
an educational program in giving, a 
thorough canvass of the whole member- 
ship for both budgets, the elimination of 
all special offerings in the church services 
except the annual Thank Offering for the 
woman’s missionary society, consent to 
outside organizations for their educational 
programs only, and the receiving in the 
Sunday-school of an annual offering in 
March for Foreign Missions and in June 
for Home Missions. — The choir has been 
vested and made its first appearance in 
the new vestments at the Sunrise Easter 
service. — Of the thirty-eight members 
received between September 1 and Easter, 
thirty-one were present at the church 
services Easter Sunday. 


Versailles—This church enjoyed a splen- 
did series of Passion Week services with 
a different speaker each evening, the 
same including Revs. Lester T. Proctor, 
Heber O’Hara, Robert E. Wearly, Frank 
P. Thomas, and Ernest Treber. Each 
brought a real message which the congre- 
gations will long remember. — Five mem- 
bers were received at the morning serv- 
ice, making 294 reecived under the leader- 
ship of the present pastor, Dr. Hugh A. 
Smith. — The week’s services were con- 
cluded on Easter evening with the cantata, 
“Joyous Bells of Easter,” directed by Miss 
Orpha Alexander, director of music. 


Walnut Hills (Dayton)—Pre-Easter 
services at Walnut Hills, Dr. E. A. Wat- 
kins pastor, were helpful and inspiring. 
The messages brought by Rev. Lester T. 
Proctor, Brother Hermon Eldredge, Dr. W. 
H. Denison, Dr. W. P. Minton, and Rev. 
A. W. Sparks were well received. While 
the attendance was not large, lasting im- 
pressions were made and the general 
morale of the church was strengthened. 
The services on Easter Sunday were well 
attended. Eight united with the church, 
and one baby was consecrated. The quar- 
terly communion service was observed in 
which all took part. 


West Milton—The churches of West Mil- 
ton united in simultaneous Passion Week 
services. A survey was made of the com- 
munity and several families are pledged 
to membership in the Christian Church, 
Rev. C. B. Kershner pastor. The Good 
Friday services at three p. m. were well 
attended. — Special emphasis was placed 
on the Sunday evening services for March 
under topics, “March Winds’. — Plans for 
extensive repairs to the church building 
are going forward. 


West Union—The work at West Union 
is progressing nicely, with a splendid at- 
tendance at both Sunday-school and 
church services. The Sunday-school ob- 
served Promotion Day on Easter Sabbath, 
with a number of children being promoted 
to more advanced grades. Six of the 
leaders and young people are taking the 
Standard Community Leadership Training 
Course being conducted at West Milton 
by Prof. Foster. They speak in highest 
terms of the work and the church is proud 
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to have them preparing for more efficient 
leadership through this fine opportunity. 
The work of the pastor, Rev. S. M. Woods, 
with this good people is an inspiration 
and an encouragement to greater effort. 


Sugar Grove—The dramatic club of the 
Piqua Christian Church gave a fine play 
in the Community Hall on March 29, un- 
der the auspices of the ladies’ mite so- 
ciety. It was exceptionally well rendered 
and highly appreciated. — The choir, un- 
der the efficient leadership of Mrs. Oscar 
Sortman, gave the Easter cantata entitled, 
“The Lighted Cross”, which was well ren- 
dered and the congregation was greatly 
pleased with the high-class worshipful 
program. 


Prayer 

Y precept, as by example, our Lord 

impressed upon us the vital necessity 
of prayer. Men ought always to pray 
and not faint. Prayer should be offered 
in his name. To ask was to receive, that 
their joy might be full. He even taught 
us to pray and gave us the great themes 
of prayer, and in the presence of his 
friends he offered his high priestly 
prayer. 

Such a precious precedent leaves us 
speechless and without excuse before the 
charge that our individual and church 
life is so largely prayerless. There are 
services enough and too much entertain- 
ment, but too little prayer. The call of 
the season, therefore is that we give our- 
selves to prayer. 

The benefit of so doing is great for 
body, mind, and heart. Prayer rests the 
body and recuperates our jaded energy. 
It quiets the nerves as nothing else can. 
To this even neurologists bear witness 
and thousands of afflicted ones can testi- 
fy. Prayer quiets the mind. It read- 
justs emphasis. It clears the vision. In 
its exercise and atmosphere we are en- 
abled to “pull ourselves together”. 

Prayer is the breath of life to the spir- 
it. The atmosphere of life soon becomes 
close and fetid. Prayer lets in the clear, 
crisp air, which blows forever on the hills 
of God. These sweeten the spirit, 
strengthen the purpose, and give health 
to the soul. Every one knows what a 
restfulness and peace comes to those 
who spend an evening at home. We do 
not mean merely in the house, but at 
home. Prayer is the spending of time at 
home, when, care shut out, the atmos- 
phere of home recreates body, mind, and 
spirit. The home, therefore, is natural- 
ly the place and atmosphere of prayer. 
It is the place of renewal for the whole 
man. Here the spirit of God bathes and 
enters the human spirit and greatness 
of soul is the resultant. 

Such prayer-strengthened souls can 
rise to all the heights of intercession. 
We are continually reminded by their 
fresh discovery and use of the unused 
forces of nature. We are as certainly 
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Decision Cards 








We have provided a 
supply of Decision 
Cards which are be- 
ing used extensively by 
pastors in arranging 
their services for ac- 
cepting into the fellow- 
ship of their churches 
those who decide to 
unite. The plan has 
proven a very ideal and 
polite method, which 
pleases and appeals to 
the one who has made 
the decision to become 
a member. 

The cards are printed 
on good white 4-ply 
enameled stock and are 
3 x 5 inches in size. The 
wording on them is as 
follows: 





MY DECISION 


Believing that my life is God 
given, and that my time and talent 
rightfully belong to Him, I here and 
now accept Jesus Christ as my per- 
sonal Savior and from this day, by 
His help, will follow Him. 





RNID Sct kina capatasnaeti sens cisnanras Sopris 
0 ee Oe eee een ee 
BRE iolissns sos eenesiccccs PHONG ecccscssscn 
EL Will, unite: with thie ......cccccccccc. 
Church next Sunday ............ morning 
ives evening. 
Sold at 75c per 100. Order of 
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surrounded by unused spiritual forces 
beating against the life of our spirit and 
awaiting discovery and use. Prayer is 
the secret of such discovery. It opens 
life to the infinite resources of God. We 
need nothing more and the Church needs 
nothing more than that we should be- 
come adventurers in the realm of prayer. 
—Selected. 
o 


“What is the greatest temptation of a 
busy purposeful Christian? Is it not the 
temptation to take his life into his own 
hands and carve out a career of service 
for himself instead of being willing to 
search out God’s plan for him and follow 
that? Especially when the work we 
want to do is good work, we find it hard 
to realize that our carefully thought out 
plans may not coincide with God’s pur- 
poses. But the only success for a Chris- 
tian is to learn what God would have him 
do, and to do that to the limit of his 
powers.” 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


his pastorate there on Easter Sunday. 
Eight united with the church, making 
470 which he has received into the mem- 
bership since he became pastor. This is 
a most praiseworthy record, and the 
church has made much progress along 
other lines also. Brother Kegg is tak- 
ing some postgraduate work, especially 
in social religious themes, at the Ohio 
State University and hopes to remain in 
Columbus for that purpose. Some good 
church which can be reached from that 
city should immediately claim his serv- 
ices. 

Dr. Daniel Albright Long, of Florence, 
South Carolina, writes that though he 
has been a minister for over sixty years 
and has preached in many of the various 
denominational churches, he had the 
privilege of preaching for the first time 
in a Protestant Episcopal Church at a 
Lenten service in the St. John’s Episco- 
pal Church of his city March 14. The 
Morning News Review of Florence gives 
a first-page comment upon the occasion 
and the forceful sermon. 


Rev. R. P. Arrick, Farmland, Indiana, 
who was in Dayton last week as the 
fraternal delegate to the Good Fellowship 
and Study Club of the Miami Ohio Con- 
ference, recently suffered the loss of his 
little granddaughter, Janet Eleanor Rust, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Rust, of 
Hagerstown. The child, a very winsome 
little body, became ill with scarlet fever 
while she was visiting at the home of 
Brother Arrick and passed away on Feb- 
ruary 13, being only a little past five 
years of age. Our deepest sympathy is 
with all these friends in their sorrow. 
The funeral services were held by Rev. 
H. H. Short, the pastor at Hagerstown, 
assisted by Rev. Mr. Pressler, pastor at 
Farmland. 


Rev. Arlie E. Cortner, pastor of Eden, 
Eastern Indiana Conference, has our 
very deep sympathy in the loss of his 
mother, Mrs. Flora B. Cortner, who 
passed away at Winchester, Indiana, 
April 4. The funeral services were held 
at the Christian Church of Winchester, 
her pastor, Rev. Charles B. Lusk officiat- 
ing, assisted by Rev. Bertha M. Driver. 
Brother Lusk writes that Mrs. Cortner 
was a woman of wonderful faith and 
power of prayer. Brother Cortner always 
notified his mother when he was entering 
upon a special task in the Master’s serv- 
ice in order that she might sustain him 
with her very special prayers for the 
occasion. Both he and the church will 
feel her loss in a marked way. 

Rev. S. M. Woods, a former secretary 
of the Miami Ohio Conference and for 
many years a pastor in this and the 
Eastern Indiana Conference, has ten- 
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dered his resignation at Fidelity, which 
church he has been serving in connection 
with West Union, the two forming a de- 
lightful pastorate. During his pastorate, 
the church at Fidelity has received 143 
members, a new parsonage has been pur- 
chased, the church redecorated, and a 
great deal of other aggressive work has 
been done. Since he took this work eight 
years ago, every church in the conference 
has changed pastors except Oran, where 
Rev. George B. Cain has made the very 
unusual record of twenty-seven years 
and is still the pastor. Brother Woods 
has been deeply loved by his people, as he 
is in the conference fellowship, and al- 
ready other churches are seeking his 
leadership. 

Dr. and Mrs. F. G. Coffin, who were 
visiting their daughter in Honolulu, have 
returned to America and are now at the 
home of the other daughter, at 25 North 
Van Buren Street, Iowa City, Iowa. Dr. 
Coffin’s health has been greatly improved 
by his rest and our people need not hesi- 
tate to write to him there of their re- 
action to the momentous proposal which 
is presented in this issue, as he requests 
them to do at the close of his article. 
Both as chairman of the Commission and 
as president of the Convention he is ex- 
ceedingly anxious to know the thought of 
our people, as is the editor of The Her- 
ald; and all of us who have special re- 
sponsibilities in this matter are deeply 
anxious to have the prayers as well as 
the counsel of our brotherhood for our 
guidance. Above everything else, the 
whole subject should be approached only 
in the most earnest spirit of prayer and 
in the kindliest and sweetest spirit of 
seeking the Master’s will in this whole 
important matter. 

The Fellowship Club of the Miami Ohio 
Conference had an unusually profitable 
session at its meeting last week. Besides 
the very fine papers which were given 
both forenoon and afternoon, the mem- 
bers had the privilege of attending the 
noonday meeting in which the noted 
Scotch preacher, Dr. Hugh Black, and 
now of Union Theological Seminary of 
New York, was the speaker. A happy in- 
cident of the Fellowship meeting was the 
attendance of Rev. R. P. Arrick as a 
fraternal delegate from the ministerial 
fellowship club of the Eastern Indiana 
Conference, accompanied by Rev. C. B. 
Lusk, also of that conference. Brother 
Arrick was warmly welcomed, and an 
invitation was sent through him to the 
Eastern Indiana club to meet in a joint 
picnic somewhere on the border line of the 
two conferences early in the summer. 
The horseshoe-pitching qualities of some 
of the men of the Eastern being known, 
it was suggested that the sports for the 
day be kept in the field of tiddledy- 
winks and jackstraws! The idea of such 
a fellowship picnic is a happy one and 
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we are sure it will prove a great event, 
Similar fellowship gatherings might well 
be had between the ministers of adjoin. 
ing conferences. 

One day last week Brother and Sister 
A. H. Call, of Batavia, New York, stopped 
in Dayton for a visit to the Publishing 
House on their road home from Florida 
where they had been spending the win- 
ter. Brother Call is a member of the 
church at Morganville, and for long 
years has held official position and been 
a prominent worker in the New York 
Western Conference. 

From the reports which have come in 
we feel sure that Easter Sunday was a 
great day for many of our churches 
throughout the brotherhood. We wish 
that it were possible for us to report 
them all, but many have sent us no word 
of actual results. From the Rhode Is- 
land and Massachusetts Conference we 
have the following record of members re- 
ceived: North Church, New Bedford, Rev. 
Herbert M. Hainer pastor, 35, twenty- 
nine of whom came on confession of 
faith. Bogle Street, Fall River, Rev. 
Henry Arnold pastor, 22; and the largest 
number partook of communion in the his- 
tory of the church, Rev. Thomas Kidd be- 
ing present and participating in this 
service. Pottersville, Rev. Frank H. 
Gardner pastor, 11. North Church, Fall 
River, Rev. E. J. Bodman pastor, one 
member was received and two baptized. 
From the Miami Ohio Conference we 
have the following: Crown Point, Day- 
ton, Rev. Clark Denison pastor, four re- 
ceived and 220 at the Sunday-school. 
Springfield, Rev. Cleon Swarts pastor, 
15 received. Murlin Heights, Dayton, 
Dr. McD. Howsare pastor, eight were re- 
ceived. Riverdale, Dayton, Rev. Edwin 
B. Flory pastor, ten, making twenty-six 
during the past month. Walnut Hills, 
Dayton, Rev. E. A. Watkins pastor, 
eight. Troy, Dr. James H. Lightbourne 
pastor, 32, twenty-two of whom were by 
confession of faith. Piqua, Rev. Ray- 
mond G. Clark pastor, eight. Eaton, 
Ohio, Rev. E. T. Cotten pastor, 19. Cov- 
ington, Dr. Omer S, Thomas pastor, four. 
Versailles, Dr. Hugh A. Smith pastor, 
five, making 294 during his pastorate. 
And at Shiloh, Dayton, Rev. L. T. Proc- 
tor pastor, six babes were consecrated 
and in the evening a beautiful cantata 
was rendered by the choir. 


Deaths 





Mrs. Sarah C. Erskine passed away at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. Jennie Morrison, in Ad- 
vance, Indiana, April 1, 1928, aged eighty-eight 
years and nine days. She was a devoted Chris- 
tian and a stanch, lifelong member of the Chris- 
tian Church. She was a lifelong reader of The 
Herald. In her girlhood her father was a sub- 
secriber ; in her own home The Herald was always 
one of the periodicals; and in her last days The 
Herald was hers in the home of the daughter. 
Funeral services were conducted by Mrs. Carrie 
Beaver. 











